Expository Text Structures


	Text Structure
	Purpose
	Example
	Signal Words

	Cause and Effect
	A writer explains the cause(s) and ultimate effect(s) of a scientific phenomenon or historical event.
	Because the Incas lived in the high Andes, they created ice mummies that were preserved in the thin, frigid mountain air.
	because, since, consequently, this led to, so that, nevertheless, accordingly, because of, as a result of, in order to, may be due to, effects of, for the reason, in..then, therefore

	Problem and Solution
	A writer states a problem and provides probable solutions to it.
	Theft and the desert climate have taken their toll on Egyptian mummies.  Accordingly, the government has taken steps to preserve the remaining mummies by installing climate controlled displays and sophisticated security devices.
	problem, the question is, a solution, one answer is, one reason for the…

	Question and Answer
	A writer writes in a way that causes the reader to ask questions.
	Why did the Egyptians use mummification as a burial custom?  Egyptians had a strong belief in the afterlife.  They thought that as long as the body was preserved, the soul could find the body and participate in life after death.
	Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? Do? How many? Is? Which? Are?

	Sequence
	A writer shares a topic through a numerical or chronological list of facts.
	The first step in the mummification process was to remove all the internal organs.   Next, the embalmer drained the body of fluids.  Finally, the body was wrapped in linens.
	first, second, next, then, initially, before, after, when, finally, preceding, following, on (date), not long after, now, as

	Comparison and Contrast
	A writer explains the similarities and/or differences between two or more things.
	Although the first mummies were probably accidental, mummification became an art in Egypt.  While members of the noble classes were mummified, poor people usually were not.
	different from, same as, similar to, as opposed to, instead of, although, however, compared with, as well as, either_or, but, on the other hand, unless, not only…but also, yet, while

	Description
	A writer describes a particular topic by sharing characteristics, examples, or detailed features.  Author often uses descriptive adjectives, adverbs, and phrases
	The mummy wrapped in discolored linen bandages wound tightly around the entire body, lying undisturbed for thousands of years deep in the cool, dark mudbrick pyramid.
	for instance, for example, such as, to illustrate, most important, in addition, another, furthermore, first, second, to begin with, also, in fact


