TALK ALOUD IMPLEMENTATION LOG

Name     Carrie Caviness               
Date     12/12/07           Grade    4th     
Collaboration:
Planning:  yes 
Demonstration:  yes

Standard:  #2  Students can understand concepts and relationships in Life Sciences.

Benchmark:  #2   Explains characteristics of human growth and development.  

Nonfiction Structure or Feature:  Text Feature = Cut-away
Title and Author:  Life in the Temperate Forest by Mary Kay Carson

Page numbers:  8-9

Introduction: (Make connections to curriculum concepts or earlier lessons. Name the text structure or feature, and explain why it is useful).


We have been learning all about food webs.  Today’s book focuses on the important creatures that live on the floor of a forest.  These creatures are important because they  break down dead plants and animals to help create a rich soil where new plants can grow.


When I read through this book, I noticed the cutaway feature the author included. (Refer to small cutaway feature poster).  Cutaways help me understand something by looking at it from the inside.  The book I going to read is called Life in the Temperate Forest by Mary Kay Carson.

Model: (Talk-alouds provide an opportunity to model the reading/writing connection so students can “see” and hear how an experienced and skillful reader relates to and uses what the author has provided.) Read the passage. Talk about what you noticed the author did and how well it worked for you as a reader.


Read pages 8-9. “As I looked through and read this page, I noticed that the author had done a lot to help me understand what is found in the ground of a forest.  Most importantly, the author included a cut away that showed me what it would look like underground.  The author labeled each part of the cutaway with a number.  As I read each of the descriptions, I looked at the picture of that object and was better able to see what it would really look like underground in a temperate forest.  By referring to the cutaway as I read the descriptions, I was better able to understand what each creature looked like and the important role they each play in helping to create a rich soil.  The author of this book included the cutaway to make it easier for me to visualize what happens on the forest floor.”

Student Application Activity:


None

Reflection on the attributes of the Talk-aloud and organization of the lesson (Provide your reflection on the feature or structure you chose and how the lesson flowed.):

Reflections on student response:


(Provide your reflection following the completed Talk-aloud with your class.)
